"IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

JAMES [rising] You see what comes of frequenting
the houses of your inferiors. They forget themselves
and take liberties. And you encourage heretics. I do
not.

CHARLES. Mr Newton: we are in your house and at
your orders. Will you allow my brother and myself to
have this room to ourselves awhile?

NEWTON. My house is yours, sir. I am a resolute
supporter of the Exclusion Bill because I hope to
prove that the Romish Church is the little horn of the
fourth beast mentioned by the prophet Daniel. But the
great day of wrath is not yet come. Your brother is
welcome here as long as you desire it.

Newton goes out. Charles takes the armchair. When he
is seated James takes Newton s chair at the table.

JAMES. That fellow is crazy. He called me a Popish
blockhead. You see what comes of encouraging these
Protestants. If you had a pennorth of spunk in you you
would burn the lot.

CHARLES. What I want to know is what you are
doing here when you should be in Holland. I am doing
what I can to stop this Exclusion Bill and secure the
crown for you when I die. I sent you to Holland so that
your talent for making yourself unpopular might be
exercised there and not here. Your life is in danger in
London. You had no business to come back. Why
have you done it?

JAMES. Charles: I am a prince.

CHARLES. Oh, do I not know it, God help you!

JAMES. Our father lost his head by compromising
with Protestants, Republicans, Levellers and Atheists.
What did he gain by it? They beheaded him. I am not